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PREFACE

There are few geographical regions in the history of the United States that
lack a mining frontier. Almost from its discovery, the image of America as a land of
golden wealth has presented a powerful image to the world. America's extensive
economic resources have led some historians to suggest that the abundance of the
land and its use by her citizens and governments is a key factor in shaping the
national character. From different angles both Frederick Jackson Turner's "The
Significance of the Frontier in American History" and David M. Potter's People of
Plenty [1954] (Ac.2691.dw(26) show the key roles of mineral wealth in the American
experience.

There are many reasons why students of American history cannot ignore the
mining frontiers. The discovery of precious metals hurried the westward movement
of the nation. The discovery of gold in California in January 1848 and the Gold Rush
the next year is only the most prominent example. The early history of many
western states, especially Nevada, Colorado, Idaho, Arizona, Montana, the Dakotas
and Alaska are intimately tied up with mining activities. These were linked to
politics and the issues of statehood which were in turn, welded to the growth of
American nationalism, encouraging as they did the development of regional and
national transportation and communication networks. The international flavour of
the mining communities also warrants closer examination for students of
comparative history.

American land and water laws are other examples of continuing connections

to western mining history. The urban frontier reflecting the boom and bust cycles of
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mining communities, remain a factor in American economic history. The hundreds
of ghost towns in the West are the most silent reminders of this aspect of mining
history.

The investment of European capital in American mining provides another
reason for taking a closer look at this area. American labor history is particularly
tied into mining history. Additionally, the importance of the science of mining
technology, much of which was developed in the American West, provides an
important chapter in the history of technology. This includes the history of
exploration and the growth of geological knowledge. Other dimensions are less
positive. The environmental impact has been significant and remained for later
generations to address. And the effects of mining rushes on the original or reserved
homes of Native Americans was devastating. Then too, the few who got rich
compared with the loss and destruction of so many others, requires continuing
research and evaluation.

Yet there is little doubt about the great impact that the discovery, extraction
and use of mineral wealth had in American history. While we tend to think of gold
and silver, we must also include coal, oil, copper, gas and other extractive minerals.

This bibliography provides a basic guide to the printed materials on this
important topic in American History as reflected in the holdings of the British
Library. It does not claim to be comprehensive, but it will provide the serious
student with a window to the literature on Western American mining history.

Included is a short bibliography of the larger topic of world mining frontiers.



David J. Whittaker
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GENERAL HISTORIES AND GUIDES
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1952).

CRANE, Walter R., Gold and Silver. Comprising an Economic History of Mining in_the
United States, the Geographical and Geological Occurrence of the Precious_Metals. . .
Methods of Mining. . .. (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1908). (07107.1.43)

-------- , Index of Mining Engineering Literature. Comprising an Index of Mining,
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to Mining Engineering, 2 Vols. (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1909, 1912).
(011907.ee.19)

CURLE, James Herbert, The Gold Mines of the World. Written After an Inspection of
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DWYER, Richard A. and Lingenfelter, Richard E., Lying on the Eastern Slope: James
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EMMONS, Samuel F. and Becker, George F., Statistics and Technology of the Precious
Metals (Clarence King, Director of Special Volume, Tenth Census, Vol. 13, 1893,
Washington DC). (A.S.70[10]/11)

FENNEMAN, Nevin M., Physiography of Western United States (New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1931). (10005.dd.25)

GLASSCOCK, Carl B., The Big Bonanza: The Story of the Cowstock Lode. (Indianapolis:
Bobbs-Merrill, 1931). (010409.h.52)

-------- , Gold in Them Hills. The Story of the West's Last Wild Mining Days
(Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1932). (010410.eee.?)

GARDNER, Eugene D., Johnson, C. H. and Butler, Bert S., Copper Mining in North
America (Washington: U.S. Bureau of Mines, Bulletin, No. 405, 1938). (A.5.229)

GIDDENS, Paul H., "One Hundred Years of Petroleum History," Arizona and the West
4 (Summer 1962):127-44. (P.710/1302)

GREEN, Lewis, The Gold Hustlers (Anchorage, AK: Northwest Publishing Co., 1977).
(X.319/20363 Woolwich)

GREEVER, William S., The Bonanza West: The Story of the Mining Rushes, 1848-1900
(Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963). (X.800/1546)

HAGUE, James Duncan, Mining Industry, With Geological Contributions by C. King
(1870), Volume III of Clarence King's United States Geological Exploration of the Fortieth
Parallel (7 Vols. plus atlas, 1870-1880). (A.S.635)

HILL, James M., The Mining Districts of the Western United States (U.S.A. Geological
Survey, Bulletin, No. 507, Washington, D.C., 1912). (A.S5.212/2)

-------- , Some Mining Districts in Northeastern California and Northwestern Nevada,
(U.S.A. Geological Survey, Bulletin, No. 594, Washington, D.C., 1915). (A.S. 212/2)

-------- , Notes On Some Mining Districts in Eastern Nevada, U.S.A. Geological Survey,
Bulletin, No. 648 (Washington, D.C., 1916). (A.S.212/2)

HITTELL, John S., Mining in the Pacific States of North America (New York, 1862).
(7105.aa.28)
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JACKSON, W. Turrentine, The Enterprising Scot: Investors in the American West After
1873 (Edinburgh, Scotland: Edinburgh University Press, 1968). (W.P.5688.e/22)

JORALEMON, Iva B., Copper, 2nd. ed. (Berkeley, CA: Howell-North, 1973).

-------- , Romantic Copper: Its Lure & Lore (New York: D. Appleton Century, 1934).
(08108.aa.25)

LARSON, Henrietta M. and Kenneth Wiggins Porter, History of Humble Oil and
Refining Company: A Study in Industrial Growth (New York: Harper Bros., 1959).
(8249.d.26)

LEWIS, Marvin, ed., The Mining Frontier: Contemporary Accounts From the American
West in the Nineteenth Century (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1967).
(X.800/2402)

LINGENFELTER, Richard E., The Hardrock Miners: A History of the Mining Labour
Movement in the American West, 1863-1893 (Berkeley, CA: , 1974).

LINDGREN, Waldemar, Mineral Deposits, 4th. ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1933).
(2249.d.16)

MCCAGUE, James, Moguls and Iron Men (New York, 1964).

MALONE, Michael P., "The Collapse of Western Metal Mining: An Historical
Epitaph," Pacific Historical Review 55 (August 1986):455-64. (Ac.8504.c)

MARCOSSON, Isaac F. Metal Magic: The Story of the American Smelting and Refining
Company (New York: Farrar, Straus and Co., 1949).

-------- , Anaconda (New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1957).

The Mining and Scientific Press, (1860-1922). Trade journal published in San
Francisco, CA. [Important source for American mining history].

MUNN, Robert F., The Coal Industry in America: A Bibliography and Guide to Studies
(Morgantown, VA: West Virginia University Library, 1965). (27590.d.3)

NASH, Gerald D., U.S. Oil Policy, 1890-1964: Business and Government in Twentieth
Century America (Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1968). (X.520/3464)

-------- , "Oil in the West: Reflections on the Historiography of an Unexplored Field,"
Pacific Historical Review 39 (May 1970):193-204). (Ac.8504.c)
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NAVIN, Thomas R., Copper Mining and Management (Tucson, AZ: University of
Arizona Press, 1978).

NICKLES, John Milton. Geologic Literature on North America, 1785-1918 (Washington,
D.C.: U.S. Geological Survey, Bulletin, Nos. 746, 747, 2 Vols. 1922, 1924). [Additional
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(1944), 1049 (1957) and annual volumes since 1957]. (A.S.212/2)

PAUL, Rodman W., Mining Frontiers of the Far West, 1848-1880. (New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, 1963). [Outstanding survey with extensive bibliography].
(X.808/3742)

PETERSON, Richard H., The Bonanza Kings; The Social Origins and Business Behaviour
of Western Mining Entrepreneurs, 1870-1900 (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska,
1977). (X.529/31935)
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University of California Press, 1977). (X.802/10514)

RUNDELL, Jr., Walter, "Centennial Bibliography: Annotated Selections on the
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(Fall 1959):429-47. (P.P.1423.xbz)

QUIETT, Glen Chesney, Pay Dirt: A Panorama of American Gold Rushes (New York:
D. Appleton-Century, 1936). (20030.b.32)

RICKARD, Thomas A., A History of American Mining, American Institute of Mining
Engineers Series (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1932). (Ac.3238.g/2(3))

-------- , Interviews With Mining Engineers [Reprinted from "The Mining and Scientific
Press"] (San Francisco, CA: Mining and Scientific Press, 1922). (07108.aaa.17)

-------- , The Romance of Mining (Toronto, Canada: Macmillan Co. of Canada, 1945).
(07107.v.24)

-------- , Man and Metals. A History of Mining in Relation to the Development of
Civilization, 2 Vols. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1932). (07109.aaa.20)

RISTER, Carl Coke, Oil! Titan of the Southwest (Norman, OK: University of
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ROME, John, The Hard-Rock Men: Cornish Immigrants and the North American Mining
Frontier (Liverpool, UK: Liverpool University Press, 1974). (X.320/4422)

RUSSEL, Paul L., History of Western Oil Shale (East Brunswick, NJ: Center for
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SEARS, Marian V., Mining Stock Exchanges, 1860-1930: An Historical Survey
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SHINN, Charles H., Land Laws of Mining Districts (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
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SPENCE, Clark C., British Investments and the American Mining Frontier, 1860-1901
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-------- , "The Golden Age of Dredging: The Development of an Industry and Its
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TRIMBLE, William J., The Mining Advance into the Inland Empire: A Comparative Study
of the Beginnings of the Mining Industry in Idaho and Montana, Eastern Washington and
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Upon that Industry University of Wisconsin, Bulletin, No. 638, History Series, Vol. III,
No.2, (Madison, WI, 1914). [in cataloguing]
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(Lexington, MA: Lexington Books, 1978).
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YOUNG, Otis E., Black Powder and Hard Steel: Miners and Machines on the Old Western
Frontier (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976). (X.629/12775
Woolwich)

-------- , Western Mining: An Informal Account of Precious Metals Prospecting, Placering,
Lode Mining and Milling on the American Frontier From Spanish Times to 1893 (Norman,
OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1970).
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BANCROFT, Hubert Howe, Works (39 Volumes). [6 volumes on California history].
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-------- , Popular Tribunals, 2 Vols. (San Francisco, CA: A. H. Bancroft Co., 1887).
(012296.cc. and d.)

BECKER, George F.,  Geology of the Quicksilver Deposits of the Pacific Slope
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HAFEN, LeRoy, R. and Hafen, Ann W., eds., Journals of Forty-Niners, Salt Lake to Los
Angeles (Glendale, CA: Arthur H. Clark, 1954). (10414.dd.16/2)
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(10413.bbb.29)



10

-------- , The Commerce and Industries of the Pacific Coast of North America; Comprising the
Rise, Progress, Products, Present Condition. . . . (San Francisco, CA: A.L. Bancroft &
Co., 1882). (8248.K.5)

HOLLIDAY, ].S., The World Rushed In: The California Gold Rush Experience (London:
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HOWE, Octavius T., Argonauts of '49: History and Adventures of the Emigrant
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JENKINS, Olaf. P., Geologic Guidebook Along Highway 49--Sierra Gold Belt, The Mother
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LEWIS, Oscar, Sea Routes to the Gold Fields: The Migration by Water to California in
1849-1852 (New York, 1949).
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(Cup.931/40)

WYMAN, Walker D., ed., California Emigrant Letters (New York, 1952). [Good
collection].
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